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Where RESNET Is Heading and 
Why

Steve Baden, RESNET Executive Director
www.resnet.us



RESNETDemand for HERS Ratings 
Growing

218,000 homes rated in US in 2013 (128,000 in 
2012)

Average US HERS Index Score – 64 (66% more 
efficient than average existing home)

To date over 1.5 million homes rated in US
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Mega Trends for High Performance 
Homes

• National Builders Marketing the Energy 
Performance of Homes

• Incorporation of HERS Index Scores as 
Compliance Option to Building Energy Codes
– 2015 IECC, Arkansas, Colorado, Idaho, Kansas, 

Massachusetts, New Mexico and New York

• Incorporation of HERS Index Scores in MLS
– Colorado, Florida, Illinois, Maine, Minnesota, Nebraska. 

New Hampshire, Oklahoma, Texas, Vermont, 
Wisconsin
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Mega Trends for High Performance 
Homes

• Evidence that Low HERS Index Scores 
Reduces Risk in Mortgage Loan

• Large Home Owner Insurance Carrier Offers 
Energy Bill Guarantee Based on Home Energy 
Rating



RESNETCode Jurisdictions Recognizing 
HERS Index in Energy Codes

• Over 150 state and local code jurisdictions 
adopt HERS Index Score compliance option

• 2015 IECC to Include Energy Rating Option



RESNETHERS & Codes – What is the Right 
Number?



RESNET
2015 IECC Incorporates Rating Score

The rating scores that were adopted by the IECC 
are: 

Regions 1 and 2 52 
Region 3 51 
Region 4 54 
Region 5 55 
Region 6 54 
Region 7 and 8 53 

The HERS path also requires that a builder must 
meet the mandatory envelope requirements of 
the 2009 IECC 
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Incorporation of HERS Index Scores as 
Compliance Option to Energy Codes

Why?

• The inspection and testing protocols are established in 
RESNET's national home energy rating standards

• The professionals that undertake the inspection and 
performance testing are certified following RESNET's 
standards stringent training and testing procedures.

• The HERS Index is a trusted measurement of the energy 
performance of a home. Over 1.5 million homes have 
been issued a HERS Index Score in the US. 
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Potential Game Change to HERS Raters

Why?

Only viable performance option in energy codes.

Gives builders more flexibility by setting a 
performance target and not dictating building 
practice

Raters Need to be Proactive on Local/State Code 
Hearings and Involve Builder Clients
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Tools Available to HERS Raters
Web Site
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Tools Available to HERS Raters
Factsheets & Presentations
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Potential Game Change to HERS Raters
Becoming ICC Certified

International Code Council (ICC)/RESNET 
Partnership
• Special packages of certification examinations, 

and related study and training materials for 
HERS raters to provide inspections that would be 
accepted as third party inspections of homes to 
meet provisions of the IECC and IRC.

• Customized ICC Membership for Certified 
RESNET HERS raters, which may also include 
discounted code books, training courses and 
certification examinations in relevant areas.  
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National Builders Committing to 
Marketing HERS Index of Homes
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Incorporation of HERS Index in MLS
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Home Energy Efficiency 
and Mortgage Risks
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Bonded Builders Warranty Group
Energy Guarantee Program
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Bonded Builders Warranty Group
Energy Guarantee Program

• Third largest home warranty carrier in U.S.

• Offering policy that guarantees home energy bills 
based on the homes HERS rating
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With Opportunities Comes Challenges
Need to Enhance QA of Raters

• Tools for QADs to be more effective - 2015
– Standardized File and Field Review Checklists
– Rating QA Process Document
– Video Series on QA
– Rater Practical Simulation Test & Rating Field Mentoring 

Tablet Tool

• Revise Way QA is Delivered - 2017

• Increased Rater QA Review When Errors Found -
2016

• Auto Checks and Flags in Rating Software Tools -
2015



RESNET

20

With Opportunities Comes Challenges
Need to Enhance QA of Raters

• Tools for QADs to be more effective - 2015
– Standardized File and Field Review Checklists
– Rating QA Process Document
– Video Series on QA
– Rater Practical Simulation Test & Rating Field Mentoring 

Tablet Tool

• Revise Way QA is Delivered - 2017

• Increased Rater QA Review When Errors Found -
2016

• Auto Checks and Flags in Rating Software Tools -
2015



RESNET

21

New HERS Index Web Site
www.hersindex.com
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Oh Yea, RESNET CAZ Requirement for 
Raters

Existing HERS Raters Need to Complete 
RESNET Training and Certification by December 
31, 2014
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RESNET CAZ Requirement for Raters
Why?

Recession of 2008 Demonstrated That New Homes 
Market is Volatile – Need to be Proficient in Existing 
as Well as New Homes

Industry and Candidate Confusion & Frustration 
Over Too Many RESNET Certifications:
• Rating Field Inspector
• HERS Rater
• Comprehensive HERS Rater
• Home Energy Survey Professional
• Building Performance Auditor



RESNET
California Here We Come


